
 

 

New Zealand sites in Flanders Fields 

During the Great War, some 100 000 people from New Zealand enlisted in the army. Some 10% of 

the then one million inhabitants saw action overseas. Some 17 000 New Zealanders were killed and 

41 000 were wounded during the war – a 58% casualty rate, far beyond the average. In 1917, the NZ 

Division liberated Messines during the Battle of Messines Ridge. The Peace Village Hostel looks out 

onto the NZ battlefield today. The below lists contains some of the main sites in the Ypres Salient 

linked to the Kiwis who fought here during the Great War. For more information about tailored 

itinerary or expert local guides, do get in touch with us.  

Also, do have a look at the new website by the NZ government on the Ngā Tapuwae Trails. Their 

website and smartphone app is very helpful when touring the area.  

New Zealand History Walk in Messines 
Starting from the Peace Village, there is a walking trail that links up the below New Zealand sites. On 

request, we can provide an expert local guide to take your group to all these NZ sites. For more 

information do get in touch with us at the Peace Village Hostel. Also, do have a look at the Messines 

Blog for current updates. Through the walking app Messines Walk, you can walk in the footsteps of 

the New Zealand troops during their attack on Messines on 7 June 1917. The app can be downloaded 

from Google Play Store (link is external) for Android and the App Store (link is external) for Apple. 

Messines Ridge British Cemetery & Memorial to the Missing 

The Messines Ridge Cemetery is the main one in Messines with over 

1.500 soldiers from all over the world buried. Recently, several 

graves were added to the cemetery. On the Memorial to the Missing 

are some 840 names of New Zealand soldiers who went missing in 

action near Messines and several local battlefields.  

New Zealand Memorial Park 

On the site of the 7th June 1917 attack, a memorial park 

remembers the New Zealand soldiers who charged up the 

ridge. The park overlooks the former battlefield and the 

entire Messines Ridge. On site you can still find two German 

bunkers from the German support trenches. The memorial is 

the centre piece for the annual ANZAC Day commemorations 

in Messines.  

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualty_(person)
mailto:info@peacevillage.be
http://ngatapuwae.govt.nz/
mailto:info@peacevillage.be
http://messines1917.blogspot.be/
http://messines1917.blogspot.be/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.dcon.mesen&hl=nl
http://peacevillage.be/nl/itunes.apple.com/us/app/messines-walk/id865430925?mt=8
http://peacevillage.be/nl/itunes.apple.com/us/app/messines-walk/id865430925?mt=8


 

 

Samuel Frickleton VC Memorial & Featherston Square 

Lance Corporal Samuel Frickleton was awarded his Victoria Cross on the 

7th of June 1917 after having taken two enemy machine gun posts. His 

memorial stands in front of the Messines church on the Featherston 

Square, a NZ town twinned to Messines. The Messines church is also 

worth a visit. The medieval crypt is freely accessible and the bell tower 

offers an amazing view from the top. The key for the bell tower can be 

obtained at the town hall on the market square.  

 

The New Zealand Soldier  

The New Zealand Soldier (statue) was inaugurated on Anzac Day 

2014 by the NZ ambassador Mrs Paula Wilson. The statue 

commemorates the NZ involvement in the battle. Through an 

online community, we try to get as many Kiwi’s to get their photo 

taken with him. Do check out his very own Facebook page.  

Messines Tourist Information Point 

The Messines visitor centre offers a very good overview of the 

history of this little city. Through some panoramic photos, an great 

timeline and some movies, groups get a taster of what the war did 

to Messines. The centre is free of charge and a traditional visit 

doesn’t take more than 30 minutes maximum. There are also 

public toilets on site. 

 

3rd Battle of Ypres, Polygon Wood & Passchendaele 
The second large scale battle the New Zealand Division was involved in in Flanders was the 3rd Battle 

of Ypres or known as the Battle of Passchendaele. The II Anzac Corps, including the New Zealand 

Division was part of the 2nd Army at the time.  

New Zealand Memorial to the Missing in Polygon Wood (Buttes New British Cemetery) 

The Memorial to the Missing commemorates some 378 

officers and men of the New Zealand Division who died in 

the Polygon Wood sector between September 1917 and 

May 1918 and who have no known grave. The majority 

died in the trenches, or in working and carrying, and the 

conditions in the Salient during the winter of 1917-18 

must explain the comparatively large number of names on 

this memorial, which deals with only one set attack on a 

German position.  

https://www.facebook.com/newzealandsoldiermessines?ref=hl


 

 

New Zealand Memorial to the Missing at Tyne Cot Cemetery 

The Tyne Cot Memorial now bears the names of almost 35 000 officers 

and men whose graves are not known. A central apse in the memorial 

wall forms the New Zealand Memorial. It bears the names of nearly 

1,200 officers and men of the New Zealand Force who died after 

16th August 1917 and who gave their lives in the Battle of Broodseinde 

Ridge and the Third Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele) in October 1917. 

New Zealand Forces' casualties who died before this date are 

commemorated on the Memorial to the Missing at Buttes New British 

Cemetery and Messines Ridge British Cemetery. 

  



 

 

New Zealand ‘s Gravenstafel Memorial 

Tasked with the capture of the hamlet of Gravenstafel during 3rd Battle of 

Ypres, New Zealand forces attacked on 4 October 1917. In spite of heavy 

ground the New Zealanders made good progress and secured their 

objectives by the end of the first day, including the capture of Gravenstafel. 

A strong contrast to some of the battles that were yet to come during the 

First Battle of Passchendaele on the 9th of October when the NZ got stuck in 

the barbed wire at the Bellevue Spur with close to 3.000 NZ casualties in a 

matter of hours as a result. 

 

Nine Elms British Cemetery & David Gallaher 

The Original All Blacks team captain, although exempt from conscription due 

to his age, Gallaher enlisted in May 1916. In the attack on Gravenstafel Spur 

on 4 October 1917, Gallaher was wounded by a piece of shrapnel that 

penetrated through his helmet and died later that day at the 3rd Australian 

Casualty Clearing Station, aged almost 44. He is buried at Nine Elms British 

Cemetery, which is located west of Poperinge.  

 


